
POLK COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY BOARD MEETING   May 20, 2021 

CALL TO ORDER – Dr. John Kornmayer, called the meeting to order at 5:15PM 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Thomas Adkins (Consumer), Steve Burney (Pharmacist), Linley Foster (Social Worker), 

Aaron Greene (Member of Public), Linda Greensfelder (Psychologist), Bill Hay (Veterinarian), John Kornmayer 

(Physician), Mary (Patty) Martin (Nurse, RN), Penny Padgett (Member of Public), and Belynda Veser (Psychiatrist) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Rick Covil (Consumer), Andre Overholt (Commissioner), David Wagner (Dentist), and 

Timothy Wright (Sheriff)  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- Motion to approve the agenda by Penny Padgett, seconded by Dr. Linda Greensfelder 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- Motion to approve the minutes by Thomas Adkins, seconded by Patty Martin for 

September and November.  

 
DIVISION REPORTS 
Division reports hereby incorporated with the below additional highlights. 
 
Public Health/Senior Services: 

- Haley Suskauer highlighted changed for Senior Services including meals and games.  

- The Senior Center’s re-opening plan will consist of only allowing vaccinated participants and staff to 

remove their mask. 

o Dr. Kornmayer inquired about how this would be verified. Haley Suskauer indicated that the 

vaccination status of each individual will be based on the honor system.  

- Haley Suskauer provided information regarding the updates on the fitness center, as well as, new 

equipment.  

o Dr. Kornmayer inquired about opening up satellite facilities. Haley Suskauer indicated that those 

facilities will open once vacant staff positions have been filled. She also explained the 

importance of enhancing programs offered by the Senior Center prior to opening all satellite 

facilities.  

- Haley Suskauer specified that COVID-19 vaccines are being offered twice weekly, while testing is only 

offered once weekly by appointment.  

- Car seats, pre-natal vitamins, and diapers are being provided at no cost for families in Polk County 

- Haley Suskauer highlighted the community health assessment cycle that requires an action plan in order 

to receive state accreditation.  

- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the Hepatitis A outbreak situations in the county.  

- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the influx for new well and septic permits. 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 

Veteran Services 
- Joshua Kennedy indicated that they continue to be active regardless of the shutdown by completing 

applications through the window.  
- Complete report hereby incorporated 

 
Social Services: 

- Kim Wilson highlighted the increase in children entering foster care as well as, working with outreach 

ministries that provide grants for children aging out of foster care.  



- Complete report hereby incorporated 

Transportation: 
- Katelyn Early briefly discussed the contract review for Medicaid transformation.  

- All participants on public transportation are still required to wear masks.  

- The department now has full staff and will operate both, morning and afternoon routes, bringing in 

more revenue.  

- Joshua Kennedy stated that the airport route will not be incorporated at this time.  

- Complete report hereby incorporated 

Business Services 
- Linda Flynn highlights staying up to date in preparation for the next fiscal year  

- Complete report hereby incorporated 

Economic Services 
- Pallas Edwards provided policy updates determining eligibility regarding adolescents who turn 19, will 

now be re-evaluated as adults based on income. 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 

DFC Grant 

- Joshua Kennedy indicated the DFC continues to grow within the community 1:01-2, however there has 
been difficulty finding a candidate for the vacant position.  

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
 

HHSA 

- Complete report hereby incorporated 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 

- Presentation hereby incorporated 
- Joshua Kennedy covered COVID-19 statistics for deaths and positive cases in Polk County over the past 

few months. 
o Thomas Adkins asked about the accuracy of identifying COVID-19 deaths. Joshua Kennedy 

indicated that death certificates will verify whether someone died from COVID-19 or because of 
another factor. 

- Dr. Kornmayer inquired about the decrease in positive cases is because of the amount of people who 
have been vaccinated or not getting tested. Joshua Kennedy indicated that people who are sick may 
remain at home until their symptoms subside, but is hopeful it is due to the vaccine.  

- The agency continues to work towards mass vaccine clinics throughout various locations, doing off hours 
and office hours, walk-ins, and pop-up events to serve a variety of community members.  

- Joshua Kennedy integrates providers into network so that the goal is to get vaccine supply into the 
practices to increase vaccine rate. Doctors’ offices will be responsible for providing both COVID-19 
vaccines and the health department staff will take care of all the data entry.  

o Joshua Kennedy referenced his gratefulness to local providers for helping get the vaccine out to 
the public.  

- Joshua Kennedy mentioned that the agency has applied to be a hub for local storage of Pfizer so that the 
agency can supply to individuals nearby.   

- HHSA is continuing to encourage community members to receive the vaccine not only for themselves, 
but others around them.  

- Dr. Kornmayer commented that the virus can cause serious issues and why the COVID-19 vaccine is so 
important for the community. 



- Any staff member who is in the field or providing clinical services such as, food and lodging inspectors or 
public health employees will be required to wear a face covering while inside, including visitors. It is still 
highly recommended when outdoors if unable to maintain social distance regardless of vaccine status.  

 
SEWAGE SYSTEM 

- Joshua Kennedy reported that the state of North Carolina, along with other states are beginning to test 
sewage systems for COVID-19 RNA.  

- Testing is down and this is a passive way of checking for COVID cases  
 
BUDGET 

- Joshua Kennedy mentioned the agency will need to purchase uniforms for transportation drivers and 
supplying two new vehicles for environmental inspectors. 

 
DSS 

- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the anomaly that presents itself with the rise in number of foster children in 
addition to the FFPSA changeover.  

 
MEDICAID TRANSFORMATION 

- Joshua Kennedy briefly reviewed pricing under the PHP category and will be coming out to the good on 
revenue stream. 

- Kennedy is hopeful that the transition will streamline some operations for billing, specifically NC tracks.  
 
OBCM/CC4C 

- Joshua Kennedy discussed options for the program during the PHP transition as this begins on July 1.   
 

ECONOMIC SERVICES 
- Joshua Kennedy highlighted the increase in phone calls for Medicaid clients since enrollment has been 

extended.  
 
LOCAL CHILD HEALTH PLANS 

- Motion to approve local child health plans by Thomas Adkins, seconded by Aaron Greene and the 
motion carried unanimously 

 
2021/22 MEETING SCHEDULE  

- Motion to approve the 2021/22 meeting schedule by Penny Padgett, seconded by Linda Greensfelder 
and the motion carried unanimously  

 
NOMINATIONS 

- Motion to nominate Dr. Kornmayer as chair by Linda, seconded by Thom (1:10:00)  
- Motion to nominate Aaron Green as vice-chair by Thomas Adkins, second by Linda  1:11:40 
 

ADJOURNEMNT 
  
 


